
about normal. On examining his back, I found he
had double pneumonia.It seems to me that the difficulty in making tables
from statistics not recorded for our purpose is so great
that it is almost impossible to make them satisfactory.
This is readily understood when you see the nonsensi-
cal returns that have been made, as you can imagine
a man who would report a death from " heart failure "
might report one from bronchitis when it was pneu-
monia or pneumonia when it was .something else. So
that taking old tables aud trying to get modern in-
formation out of them is very unsatisfactory. Dr.
Bigelow UBcd to say when you go back to find what
you want it isn't there, unless the record was made for
the purpose for which you are yourself investigating.
Dr. Witiiington: One point Dr. Ayer touched

upon, the possible contagiousness of pneumonia in the
old, suggests a case which struck me very forcibly two
or three years ago. A family consisted of three very
old ladies of the ages eighty-six, eighty-eight and
ninety-one, all maiden ladies who had been living in
their house without going out of doors at all for a very
long period of time, I think about a year. A niece
sixty-four years of ago was living with them and was
the head of the house, also unmarried. She was in
the habit of going out daily. She came down with
lobar pneumonia, of which she died. The middle one

of the old ladieB (bed-ridden for months) soon de-
veloped pneumonia; she was at the time sleeping with
her younger sister and continued to do so. This
younger sister then developed it, and finally the one

ninety-one yearB of age developed symptoms identical
with tho other two sisters; and although no definite
evidence of solidification could bo obtained, the char-
acter of the symptoms, cough, rapid respiration, mod-
erate fever, left no doubt that it was the same infec-
tion. Finally, the nurse who had taken care of the
niece and the old ladies developed pneumonia in the
house, and went home and had the disease in the
typical way at her own home. So that there were
five cases of pneumonia within two weeks in this one

family. The sequence of events in this household
was as follows : December 9th, Louise, aged sixty-
four, develops lobar pneumonia and dies December
18th ; December 15t.li, Rebecca, aged eighty-eight, de-
velops catarrhal pneumonia, dies December 21st;
December 20th, Caroline, aged eighty-six, who slept
with Rebecca, develops catarrhal pneumonia and re-
covers ; December 20th, Mrs. J., nurse, has chill, and
two days later shows lobar consolidation, leaves with
temperature at 103°, and passes through regular course
with recovery : December 22d, Mary, aged ninety-
one, has fever, cough, rapid respiration, pain in side,
friction rubs, no clear signs of consolidation, but re-
covers coincidently with Caroline, both sleeping in the
same bod.
Surgeon F. B. Stephknson, U. S. N., presented

a paper on
PROCRKATION OF S15X AT WILL.3

Higher Preliminary Education.— Missouri
University has signified its intention to raise the stand-
ard of educational requirements for admission to its
professional departments) beginning with the medical
school.

a Seo page 818 of the Journal.

Recent Literature
The International Encyclop\l=ae\dia of Surgery. A Sys-
tematic Treatise on the Theory and Practice of Sur-
gery, by Authors of Various Nations, Edited by
John Ashhurst, Jr., M.D., LL.D., Barton Professor
of Surgery and Professor of Clinical Surgery in the
University of Pennsylvania; Surgeon to the Penn-
sylvania Hospital, etc. Illustrated with chromo-
lithographs and woodcuts. In seven volumes. Vol.
VII (supplementary volume). New York: William
Wood & Co. 1895.
This supplementary volume furnishes a brief account

of the advances that have been made during the seven
years that have elapsed since the last edition of the
book was published. Many surgical subjects have
arisen which have become of great interest to the pro-
fession ; for example, " Cerebral Surgery" is essentially
a new subject. All of the subjects are treated by
specialists.
The article on " Wounds and Wound Treatment,"

by Fred Kammerer, M.D., is admirable in its com-

pleteness. That upon " Tumors," by B. Farquhar
Curtis, M.D., is of great interest. The article upon
" Diseases of the Bones," by Charles W. Dulles, M.D.,
and that upon " Diseases of the Joints," by R. W.
Lovett, M.D., are excellent. "Injuries of the Head,"
by Charles B. Nancrede, A.M., M.D., and " Surgical
Diseases of the Head," by W. W. Keen, M.D., LL.D.,
aro presented in an elaborate manner. Tho article on
"Hernia," by John A. Wyeth, M.D., is good, but we
miss any allusion to Halsted's operation for the radical
cure of hernia.
The remaining articles vary iu completeness, but as

a whole are satisfactory iu that they present what of
importance has arisen during the past seven years iu
surgery. It may be fairly questioned whether it is
practical to bring an Encyclopaedia of Surgery like
this up to date, and whether it would not have been
bettor to have re-written the whole Encyclopaedia.
The Functional Examination of the Eye. By John
Herbert Claiborne, Jr., M.D., Adjunct Profes-
sor of Ophthalmology, New York Polyclinic; In-
structor of Ophthalmology in the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons, New York; Assistant Surgeon
to the New Amsterdam Eye and Ear Hospital, New
York, etc. With twenty-one illustrations. Octavo,
pp.96. Philadelphia: The Edwards & Docker Co.
1895.
This little book is admirable in mauy respects, and

certainly the clearness with which a difficult subject is
reduced to its first principles, and then taught in a

swinging, colloquial style, is very attractive.
The chapter on mydriatics is an exceptionally judi-

cious piece of writing.
It seems to us, however, that a book upon tlio ex-

amination of the eye for refractive errors, which
makes no reference to the objective tests of retiuo-
8Copy and the ophthalmometer is singularly incom-
plete, and the description of the mechanism of accom-
modation in this book, as in many another more pre-
tentious volume, is confused, and falls much below the
standard maintained by the rest of the text.
According to the Lancet 199 medical journals aro

published iu Paris, an increase of 22 during 1895.
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